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NEXT REGUI.AR MEETING OF PSPCS

DES MOINES MASONIC TEMPLE 2208 S. 223lrd St. Oake Midway exit #149 west off l-5..9o
to first stop light west of Pacific Hwy S...tum right.)

Thursday, March 16th, 2000..7:30 till 10:00 p.m. (Doors open about 6:30 p.m.)

Short business meeting..auction (one item per member please)..door prize..Show & Tell..
memOer trade and sell'iables (free to members, please bover table during business meeting)'
Program: Gary Siveftsen will regal us with tales of his recent selling trip to Japan comdete with
pictures.

UNHAPPY rneE IptE:

This was to have been the month when those of you not planning on renewing your dues would have not
,eieiveO a tlewsletter. However, secretiary Shirl6y has gone on b much anticipated trip to Africa and.thus could
noi feep track of who had renewed in the 

-past several_weeks. So, to make sure no deserving member, who
triO pai hiClher dues, got teft out we ale dending pe eelgytFJg^eyeryo!'rg for one last month. lf you would still
like io renew your yed'd-y membershlp for the low, low coE of $10 (ten) dollars and not miss out on new book
Oiscountsanit oth6r clJb activities...'iou still have time to send your check to gbiilSBAtlqw, 300 Pease Road,
Cte Etum, WA 98922. Right now theie are 69 of you who have not pa'd for 2000. Hope to see you back!

P.S. P.Q.S._9IQW !s coM I NG:

122, is less than two months away. lf you have not
rlay table, now is the time to do it. Also, please pick up
lmera stores etc. Any place you can put them where
rgain be signing people up for door ticket taking duty'
t a free early in pass and may also come in during our
s. What a dedt Be sure to sign up and be part of tttis

OTHER CAIERA SHOW:

There are two other Northwest camera sales before ours. The first is the Portland Photoora9fret:s Forum to be
h"E Saturdat, tvtircn mh at The Collector's Market 8900 N. Vancouver, Portland, Ole_e91^Tlbles.are $35.00
eaCn oi two for $60.00. Afier that they are $20.00 each. For information call: (503) 557-996. This has been a
nice show for a number of years.

on Sunday, Aprilgth at Jericho HillCentre,4196 W' 4th
rch. Admission is $3.00 and it runs from 10 am to 4 pm.
1ou get in free with a rich adult. For information call
his show for severalyears. This could be a fun

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Thls Month's Mystery $uestlon : Thanks to
(Answer at

the Arizona Photographic Col lectors for:

end of  nervs let ter ,  Ed.)

What early postwar Japanese novelty subminiatures came out marked with three name
variationjbut all have the same camera name emblazoned on a chrome or gold frame? 1,



BACKSIDEINEOBMATION

Meeting came to or&r at 7:34 p.m.. . 44 members and guests.present. Minutes of Jan. meeting were
appiouEO as read. Treasurer reported that Show funds are coming in.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Treasurer reported 89 members delirquent on dues but 20 had paid recently so delinquent list
is down to 69.

sll over two hundred of our two hundred
rt post cards are ready for mailing. This
f 2 inches. Buftons are ready to go. EsL
d members present to take some show
aker said door prizes are coming along
REresQ reported that our fridaynight
20th anniversary cakes decorated with

NEW BUSINESS & PROGRAM:

There was no New Business. ln honor of Valentines Day eight members brought their favorite
red cameras and showed them. lt was a very interesting group of cameras with Rav Kirlin
having an entire case of small red cameras that were much admired.

SHOW & TELL. AUCTION AND DOOR PRIZE:

Six members had interesting Show and/or Tell. There were several eBay stories. Three items
were auctioned for a total of $57.ffi. Brandon Bagswon the Door Prize of a miniature ceramic-
type camera"

Meeting adjounred at 8:48 p.m. for selling and more nummie munching
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

CoLUMBIA GORGE CAME Y FIFTH SHQ!{,

I have just received notice that the CrcshanalLthds going totrq!4tlqit fifth QaPeFSgep-l4eet
on Satirrday, June l7th at the Gresham Grange located at 875 NE Division St. in Gresham.
Oregon..ju6tto the east of Portland off l-84. Table prices- are: _one table $35.00, two tables
$65,00 airO alladditionaltables $4.00 each. Hours are from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Early bird gets in
at 7:30 for $10.@. Regular cost is $4.00. For all their information and table order forms call
Krystal White (503) 239-8912.

This Show is put on by some of the nicest people you will ever meet. Unfortunaly they have to
hold their Show in a very small building with little parking. There seemed to be little advertizing
last year and they had very few buyers. lf you wqqld like a weekend in Portland and want to
meet some nice people this is the show for you. Ed.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Tm BELLOWS Newsletter is published 9 times per year by Puget Sound Photographic Collector's Society, Inc. Information for

The Bellows should be sent to: Bill Kimber l4l3 Weathervane Dr., Tacoma, WA 98466-5712 (253) 564-4046

The P.S.P.C.S. internet address is: http://www.geocities.com/eurekalpafu3740l

Dues are $10.00 per year and should be sent to Secretary/Treasurer Shirley Spanow, 300 Pease Road, Cle Elum, WA 98922 (509)

674-1916. P.S.P.C.S. members receive first notification of our last Safurday in April yearly show.

PRESIDENT: DAVE STUDEBAKER, (253) 582-4878
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Reprinted from The Photographic HistoricalSociety Newsletter, March 2000. lt is used with
much thanks. Ed.

The Man who Made The cameras That George Eastman sold
A Brtef Biograpttg oJ Frank A. BrousnelL

By Frank Brownell Mehlenbacher

Frank A. Brownell began manufacturing and marketing high quality cameras for
professionals and amateurs under the name style "F.A. grJwnett Minufacturer" in tgg3.

In 1885, George Eastmen contracted with Frank A. Brownell to provide the woodworking for
the new Eastman-Walker Roll Film Holders. This agreement maiked the beginning of a "
business relationship in which the Brownell Manuiacturing Company manr]factur-eO att
cameras and related photographic apparatus marketed undtr the-Eastman or Kodak label
from 1885 to October 19O2. During lhat serzenreen-year period Brownell designed and
patented many cameras and camera improvements. In excess of sixty distinct camera
models were manufactured and hundreds of thousands were produced. On September 27,
I902, George Eastman wrote to George Davidson of Kodak's lubsidiarv in England that he
regarded Frank Brownell as "The Greatest Cam€ra Designer That Ever Lrved]'

The or iginal  Kodak Camera was placed on the market in June 1888. Sel l ing for $25.00, i t
was an immediate success and the begin-ning of very rapid growth for the dastman Dry plate
and-Film Company. The Brownell Manufagt-ur1ng Comphny was also on its way to becoming
the largest producer of cameras in the world. Over 5,200 of the original modelswere pro-
duced. The first Kodak camera to use paper-backed dayiight loading film was the pocket
Kodak. It was a small exquisite camera, easy to load, simple to opeiate and the first Kodak
camera to have a little "Red Window" to view the exposure number printed on the back of
the paper-backed f i lm. Sel l ing for $5.O0, i t  was introduced to the publ ic in July 1895. The
camera soon became the most popular and successful Kodak. lOO:OOO Pocket Kodak cameras
rvere made the first year. A total of l47,OOO were manufactured before it was discontinued.

Near the turn of the century, Frank A. Brownell designed a small box camera that could be
afforded by the mass public to photograph family events and happy occasions. To keep cost
of this new camera affordable, Brownell designed it to be manufaci.-,red of inexpensive
materials,and yet be sufficiently substantial to withstand rough usage. On February B, 1900,
this sturdy, wel l  designed camera, named the "Brownie" andiel l lng for Sl .OO, was made
avaiiable to the public. A month after its introduction more than iour hundred Bror.vnie
cameras were being shipped each day to dealers. Approximately 245.OOO of this lgOO model
were sold.

The Brownie camera was named after the colorful  "Brownies" ser ies of popular chi ldren's
books by Palmer Cox that r ,vere publ ished in the late Igth century. In November 18g2, The
I-adtes- LIorne Jo[mat published The OngTin OJ The Erounies, an article by palmer Cox in
tvhich he indicated that i t  is bei ieved "Brorvnies",  or iginated from an old Scott ish tradi t ion
or legend. "Brownies* r ,"ere thought to be good-natured l i t t ie spir i ts or gobl ins of ' the fairy
order. They rvere ail l ittle men who appeared only at night ro perform good and heipful
deeds or enjoy harmless pranks rvhile weary households slepf, never allo*ing them^seh,es to
be seen. Only those privileged few gifted by second sight, principally old women, could catch
a glimpse of their goblin guests and provide information regarding their size and color.
The smal l  "Brownies" had considerable appeai to chi ldren and they made ideal advert is ing
illustrations for packaging and promoting the low cost camera. The Browrrie label rvas used
on_a large variety of iower priced Kodak Cameras for over se\/enty years. Through the years
at least one Brorvnie camera could be found in almost e'" 'ery home. Hundreds of thousands
rvere purchased and many family albums were fil led with pictures taken by Brou'nie
cameras. Today, dict ionaries l ist  the term as "the trademark for a type of inexpensive
camera or any inexpensive camera".

Hal ' ing saved so many memories for so many people, i t  is only appropriate that u 'e
Celebrate the lOOth Anniversary of the Kodak Brownie Camera.



Reprinted from ThePfotographic Historicalsociety Newsletter, March,20@. lt is used herewith much thanks. Ed.

fh" l49qE-rpensive Phgt^o^4rap_h Sold in 1999- was an 1855 picture taken by Gustav teGrey.
Price: $832,5OO. t"egrgy (182b-teOZ) was a noted French calotypistwno fras been credited
with suggesting collodian for photographic use. Collodiap came into use in the lgso's when
it was found that it could be used to make a- g_lqss negative from which positive prints could
be made on pap-er. A considerable amount of debate Jurrounds this 

".. 
i. photographic

hi-story and for further details we recommend William Welling's nnotojripiig tiam,erica,
The Forrnatiae Years 7839-7900 Thomas Y Crowell Co. 1928. ISBN 0-690--0 l45l - I

leplnted from the Gascade Photographic Historicalsociety's Cascade Panorama, February
2000. ft is used with much thanks.Edi

Who's Winning Those Lots?
by Mike Kessler

And you thought you'd heard it all ...

I 've been accused (justly I might add) of occasionally
stretching the facts or even exaggerating a wee bit just to
add interest to whatever I'm writing, but I was told the
other day of something that happened in Merrie Olde
London Towne which leaves even me at a loss for words.

Although this is second-hand information, the sources are
well known to me and quite reliable, so I'm going to
report this as fact. My good friend Paul Tobias called me
a few days ago to report on how his bidding weht at the
recent Christie's auction in London. Paul uses the services
of Lionel Hughes, a professional dealer and expert in most
things photographic, rn'hich includes a thorough
examination and description of the pieces to be bid on and
the subsequent bidciing to one's pre-determined limit.
What Lionel reported to Paul is truly mind-boggling.
Tlre Jarruary 27 sale of "Photographs, Cameras and
Photographic Equipment" consisted of 449 lots.
According to Lionel, all 419 lots were purchased by the
same person. II heard the sanrc story f 'om Lionel and tuto
additional itell kttoturt relinble sources. Both Paul snd Lionel
bclong to CPHS. - Ed.l

Imagine the scene. Dozens of buyers in the gallery, each
bidding frantically and each getting outbid by some
mysterious phone bidder. It didn't matter if i t was a
stereo daguerreotype or a Leica IIIg. Everything went to
the same person. Apparently when the audience became
aware of the situation, they began to bid up everything to
astronomical levels. It didn't matter, they were always
outbid. Items were bid up from four to six times their
normal levels or even more; for example, a Number 5
Folding Kodak without a lens or slrutter, a camera that
might bring $300 here in the U. S. and probably less in
England, went for f2,000 or around $3,200.

V\trat makes it really strange is the choice of this particular
auction to bul' out. There were numerous lots of
uninteresting stereo views, second rate dags and a
collection of rather poor cabinet cards rvhich went through
a previous auction unsold. There were a ton of Leicas,
Nikons and Contaxes as r,r 'ell as Bolex cine cameras,
Rolleif lexes and Sinar viern's. The u'ood and brass section

n'as really spotty rvith only a couple of pretty, brass-bound
sliding boxes to elevate an otherwise ordinary selection of
typical f ield cameras. Not even a lon,ly Nimslo escaped
this unknown agent with strange taste and obviously really
dccp pockets.

Apparently someone did something similar at a recent sale
of magic lantern material, buying all but ten or so lots to
the dismay of that group of buyers as well. Was it the
same "someone?"

Lionel estimated that whoever purchased this most recent
sale paid out close to tr.r 'o mill ion dollars. Why would
anyone do such a thing? I haven't got a clue. I just know
it makes me want to round up all my flea market material
and send it to be auctioned at Christie's. Of course it
r.r 'ould be just my luck that this guy wil l probably have run
out of pocket change.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Answer: The
NEW ROCKET
camera had
three uartattons
andthree
manuJachtrers,
includtng:
Rocket Camera
Co., Tokgo
Seiki Co., and
Netu Rocket.
Prtces for these
cameras range
from $175 to
$400.
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